
* . » a 


(^-^iioncopy ^ 


NNNNVV ESB037BRA515 «— </ Sfj 

00 RUESBA ^ ^ ^ ^ 

DE RUEHC 9 15B 1861321 
CCCCC ZZH 
0 05I3I7Z JUL 78 

FW secstate vashdc 

TO AM EMBASSY BUENOS AIRES IMMEDIATE 1261 

BT ■ 

STATE 169158 


E.O. 11652* 
2GS2 SHUM, AR 


IMMEDIATE ACTION 



fr^rD T nn MR MT NE:WS0W,S MEETING WITH ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS VdHer 
LEADER DR. MIGNONE AND POLITICAL LEADER ALENDE H ® 

SUMMARY: UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM MET SEPARATELY CAT -THFT J? 

REQUEST) WITH THE CO-PRESIDENTS OF THE ARGENTINE PERMANENT 
FOR HUMAN RIG TS, MIGNONE AND ALENDE ON JME 
IN ORDER TO HIGHLIGHT OUR INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS PPnGBFFC 
MIGNONE DWELT ON THE RIG TS OF THE PERSON; AlIndI OHW 
POLITICAL SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

1« DR. MIGNONE SAID THE PERMANENT ASSEMRl Y hah RFf'CTUim 
SOME 40 REPORTS OF NEW DISAPPEARANCES IN MAY aSd ll - lP 

REPORTS IN JUNE. THERE WERE PROBABLY MORE. HE PROMT FFD Tn 
FURNISH THE NAMES TO THE DEPARTMENT THROUGH THE EMBASSY. 

TTNF S?ri?Jot! 0NE SP0KE OF THE -WAR DOCTRINE" OF THE ARGEN- 

WITH THF ^TnRY*nr^Tu"^rnDT ^ THE AKYTHING GOES ATTITUDE 
WITH THE STORY OF THE TORTURE OF A PARTI A? I Y Psdai V7rn 

FOPCFS P IcTIONS RI TH :i M jL^^J H ?? E ^ EHEUNC0 °RDINArD SECURITY 

or tu? 5,,!;° ^j.™ £ :~!? ilitahy leadership's expousal 

anp-c E GAVE BLAf,KET SANCTION TO DISAPPEAR- 

ANCES. NONETHELESS, HE HAD SOME I NDICATIONS' CE. G. , A 

IN LA PRENSA > THAT THE JUNTA WOULD MOVE 
THE DISAPPEARED RANCES ^ T ° ACC0UNT lN S0ME Fa .SHION FOR 

MINIS TER HARGUINDEGUVS RECENT INSTRUC- 
IIONS TO THE POLICE TO CONTROL EXCESSES. MIGNONE REPI TFn 

p™B uSMii." 8 T ^- P T 0 - ll n c \" h FdT ™e™?s E ?er E Sas 

RIGHTS IfoTtSD CF THE MILITARY, FCR HUMAN 

uino?r.-! I 2 LATI0NS * MIGNONE SAID THE PERMANENT ASSEME1 Y 

SrSr R ^ ENTLY presented A statement 

REME COURTPRESSING THEM TO ACT ON<fHE50 MZ PLUS OIIT-^»^SS^ 
SI^DING WRITS OF HABEAS CORPUS. NEWSOM SAID HE HAD 

Tuf Joo2 E ? SI0Nf DURlNG HIS CALL ON THt^gH IEf UUJTIC ~ — TlCST 
THl ARGENTINE SUPREME COURT HAS NOT BEEN OVERLY ACTIVe! 
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4. MIGNONE HIGHLIG TED * THE ' 'EXPloStI vE NATURE OF THE DIS- 
FEARED PROBLEM. HE SAID THAT SECURITY FORCES PERSON- 
NEL WHO HAVE COMMITED EXCESSES ARE RESPONSIBLE UNDER THE 
LAW. IF THE GOVERNMENT DOES ISSUE A LIST OF PEOPLE 
KILLED BY THE SECURITY FORCES, THEIR RELATIVES WILL HAVE 
A RIGHT TO DEMAND A FOLLOW-UP ON THIS INFORMATION THROUGH 
THE COURTS. THERE WILL BE A DESIRE FOR REVENGE ONCE THE 
GOVERNMENT ALLOWS SUCH PROTESTS TO SURFACE FREELY. 


5. ALENDE, AS IS HIS CUSTOM, TALKED AT GREAT LENGTH, 

HJT THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS PRESENTATION AND RESPONSES TO MR. 
NEWSOM IS AS FOLLOWS; 

— THE ECONOMIC POLICIES OF VIDELA’S PROTEGE, ECONOMY 
MINISTER MARTINEZ DE HOZ, COULD EVEN DRIVE THE WORKING 
CLASS INTO THE HANDS OF THE GUERRILLAS. THEY CERTAINLY 
HR EATEN VIDELA* S POSITION VIS A VIS THE REAL HARDLINE 
"ARISTOCRATIC NATIONALISTS" IN THE MILITARY. HE CITED 
THE AIR FORCE AND GENERAL AGOSTI’S "GO IT ALONE" SPEECH. 

— HE THOUGHT REAL PROGRESS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PROBABLY 
REQUIRED MOVEMENT TOWARD A DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM, IN HIS VIEW 
A REALIZABLE GOAL. HE WANTED PARLIAMENT RIANS FROM 
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES - HE CITED HIS CONVERSATIONS IN 
S>AIN - TO COME TO ARGENTINA AND LEND SYMBOLIC SUPPOR. 

HE ALSO TOLD US HOW MUCH HE APPRECIATED SENATOR KENNEDY’S 
KINDNESS IN MEETINGKIM. 

— IN RESPONSE TO MR. NEWSOM’S QUESTION OF HOW THE U.S. 
COULD HELP IN THE ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION, HE 
PRAISED THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION’S ATTITUDE AND THE 
ATTITUDE OF THE WESTERN EUROPEANS, WHICH HAD MADE THE 

WORLD MORE LONELY FOR REPRESSIVE MILITARY REGIMES. HE 
(THAN CRITICIZED OUR TACTICS, CITING OUR NEGATIVE ATTITUDE 
CN EXPORT- IMPORT BANK FINANCING FOR THE YACYRETA HYDRO- 
! ELECTRIC PROJECT AS RUNNING COUNTER TO THE BEST INTERESTS 
! CF THE ARGENTINE PEOPLE AND COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE IN THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION. 

6. MR. NEWSOM MADE CLEAR TO BOTH OUR INTEREST IN THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION. PATT DER IAN, MCNEIL, MILLER 
AND BUMPUS ATTENDED THE MIGNONE" MEETING, MCNEIL AND 
MRS. VAN REIGERSBERG (INTERPRETER) THE ALENDE MEETING. 

THE TWO AGREED TO GIVE NO PUBLICITY TO THE SUBSTANCE 
OF THE MEETINGS. 
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